
mlw
Text Box
This Chapter is taken from:http://books.google.com/books?id=7djQAAAAMAAJ&pg"History of the Catholic Church in the United States" by John Gilmary Shea.







WANTS OF THE DIOCESE. 643 

Cyr; and where a residence had been erected for him. 
Rev. Mr. Desseille's mission and Rev. Mr. Badin's 
vacant establishment a.t South Bend were next vis
ited. He returned at last to his poor Cathedral. Yet 
he made another excursion in February to Edgar 
County, Illinois, where he found many Catholics near 
Paris. He was appalled at the work before him. 
"No priests, not one except those from other dioceses. 
Having come alone, I reside alone, in a most depressing 

REV. J. ll. J. ST. CYR. 

situation; bu t I am resigned and do not complain for 
my wretched self." " I need a good priest to reside 
here." "There are six or seven hundred Catholics at 
Fort Wayne, and fifteen hundred to two thousand, 
including those employed on the canal." They had 
not heard mass for seven months, and the Bishop had 
no one to send them.l He set out again April 29, 

I Catholic Telegraph, iii., pp. 404-6, 411-12 j U. S., Cath. Miscellany, 
xiv., p. 86 j Jesuit, v., p. 891. Bishop Brute to Bishop Kese, March 4, 
1883 j same to Rev. J. Timon, March S, May 28, 1885. 
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PROGRESS. 645 

ing to be a good priest.'" Cheered and encouraged by 
his reception he returned to America, landing in New 
York, July 20, 1836, and reaching his cathedral a 
month later. By the aid given him he established a 
diocesan seminary, an orphan asylum, and a free school 
at Vincennes, completed the Cathedral, and aided in 
erecting several small churches. But he brought back 
what was even more important than worldly means, 
nineteen priests and seminarians, many of them Bre
tons, resolute, enduring, full of faith and zeal.! The 
priests were soon stationed at points of greatest need, 
and the Bishop, resuming his old life of professor, 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER'S CATIIEDRAL, VINCENNES, 1884. 

The Cormer church stood In the same Incl08ure, at the Bide. 

formed the seminarians to the ecclesiastical learning, 
and especially to that spirit of zeal and sacrifice which 
he could so well inspire. They, too, gradually entel'ed 
on the field of labor. Log churches rose to gather the 
faithful, or, where Catholics were better endowed, 
churches of frame or brick, at Evansville, Jaspers, 
Lanesville, New Alsace, Oldenbnrg, in Vigo County. 

'Vitb the beginning of 1837 the diocese showed the 
awakening. Vincennes Cathedral had two priest,s, 
one of them Rev. Celest.ine de la Hailandiere. An-

----------". ----

I nishop Brute, Catholic Telegraph, iv .. pp. 317, 849. 437 ; iu·Berichto 
dcr Leopoldinen-Stiftung ; Alerding. "History of the Catholic Church 
in the Diocese of Vincennes," Indianapolis. 1883. pp. 124-145. Catholic 
Diary, vi., p. 167; Pilot. Aug. 6, 1886. Rev. G. Richard, Aug. 17.1830. 
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RT. REV. CELESTINE DE LA HAILANDIERE. 

SECOND BISHOP 0]1' VINCENNES. 
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