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[From the Montreal True Witness. |
RIOTS AT QUEBEC.

We have received so many communications
from our Quebec correspondents, all upon the
game subject— Gavagzi’s leclures and the ae-
-companying riots-~that we are not able Lo find
place for them all. Inserting therefore the
letter of Catholicus, we shall merely lay before
our readers an abstract of the contents of the
remainder.

The first lecture in the Wesleyan chapel pas-
sed over without any disturbance. The lec-
turer {urned into ridicule the doctrines of the
Catholic Church on the Holy Eucharist, and
the Real Presence of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ therein ; but abstained from his
usual obscenity and scurrilous personalities.
Not so, unfortunately, on the second occasion
of his appearing before the public, which was
in the Scoteh Free Kirk on the evening of Mon--
day last. The burden of this second discourse
was~—that Cztholic Priests in general were
brutally immoral, and the Catholic Clergy of
Ireland in particular, inciters to rebellion, and
the fomenters of Ribbonism --- that Catholic
Nuns and Sisters of Charity weve prostitutes---
their conyents brothels---and that parents who
sent their daughters to these institutions were
making w————s of them. This---though the
usual Jine of argument adopted by Achilli,
Leahy, Gavazzi, Maria Monk, and the other
especial favorites of the conventicle---does, it
musi be conceded, rather exceed the limits of
fair discussion. “Tis true, there are oceasion-
ally immoral men in the ranks of the Catholic
Olergy ; as there are to be found amongst Pro-
testant ministers, scoundrels like the Rev. Mr.
Gordon, the debaucher of the young lady,
whose case is just now creating so much excite-
ment in the London Dolice Courts, Were there
no immoral men, no treacherous satyrs, no
drunkards, no thieves, none perjured amongst
them, we should bave no Leahys, no Achillis,
no apostate monks perambulaling the country
denouncing the Church f{rom which they have
been expelled. We might here appropriately
quote the language of Dr. Newman. Yes ;---
we might point to Gavazzi, and say, “He isan
incontrovertible proof that Priests may fall,
and Friars break their vows.”” He is himself
the best argument that can be produced against
the morality of the Catholic Clergy. But be-
cause here 18 one Rev. Mr. Gordon in London,
@od forbid that we shouid insinuate that all, or
even a majority of Protestant minislers, were
Gordons ; because the Catholic Church has
reared a Gavazzi and an Achilli in her bosom,
God forbid that it should be supposed that she
gontains many Gavazzis, many Achillis.

So gross was the langnage of this man Ga-
vazzi, respecting the Convenls and their inma-
tes, that Protestant gentlemen present, were
shocked at it ; * and one of them, a member of
the Provincial Legislature, expressed his dis-
gust thereat, remarking, *that he sent his
daughters to a Convent, without any fear for
their chastity.”” But still, in spite of all this
provoeation, no insult, no interruption, was of-
fered; and if, unfortunately, acts of physical
violence oceurred, they did not originate with

Catholies, or the friends of Catholics.

Amongst other falsehoods enunciated by Ga-
vazzi, he said “that the Priests in Ireland were
the instigators of Ribbonism.” This, every
body who knows anything of Ireland, or of the
discipline of the Church, which forbids the
members of any secret society to approach the
Holy Communion, must know to be a malig-
nant lie ; and so it was pronounced to be, by
one of the audience present, who, having paid
his money at the door, of what, though called
a Church, could only be looked upon in the
light of a thealre, or an ovdinary exhibition-
room, had just as much right to express his
disapprobation, as any oLher person present
had to express his approbation. A violen§ per-
sonal attack was made upon him, and this, un-
fortunately, though quite naturally, eclicited
reprisals,  The pulpit wherein was Gavazzi
was stormed ; and after some fighting with
stools and chairs, in which the ex-monk betray-
ed no craven spirit---we say this in commenda-
tion of Gavazzi, for we like pluch wherever we
meet it---it was laken possession of by the as-
sailants, who, taking the Padre by the cufl of
the back, pitched him out, neck and crop,
:amongst the crowd below. We are sorry to
say that his Seeretary, or inlerpreter, also re-
ceived some violent contusions. Mr. Sewell,
the Sheriff, and some other public functionaries,
got themselves kicked---an act which we regret,
but cannot wonder at.---Public servants, receiv-
ing their wages from a Catholic population,
have no business taking a prominent part in
-such assemblies. As private citizens they may
do what they like, and go to---where they like;
but ‘Jack-in office’” must be taught better
manners. These fellows, if they wish to insult
their fellow-cilizens, should first throw up their
salaries, and take off their liveries. Whilst
they take our money, and wear our livery, they

are our servants, and must be made to hehave
with respect towards their masters; and an
impartial ministry would best enforce this salu-
tary lesson, by -dismissing these fellows from
situations which they have approved them-
selves unworthly to hold. This language may
appear harsh, and it is not intended as a com-
pliment, either to Sheriff Sewell, or to the other
government officials ; far from it. Had they
known how to behave themselves, they would
have saved themselves a kicking, and spared
s the trouble of alluding to them at all.

'Phis is the second time within the last few
months that we have had todenounce the con-

duct of Government officials in making them-
selves so prominently offensive, at public meet-
ings, to the Catholic population. At Kingston,
persons wearing Her Majesty’s uniform, wear-
ing the dress of, and calling themselves, gentle-
men, and Officers in Her Majesty’s Service,
appeared the other day, on the platform, with
members of the French Canadian Missionary
Society ; and this outrage on decency and mili-
tary discipline was allowed to go unnoticed,
either by the Government, or the commanding
officers of the corps to which these fellows be-
longed. More’s the pity ; it is a sign that the
point of honor is not quite so keen in Her Ma-
Jesty’s Service as it used to be some years ago.
Officers degrading themselves and their regi-
ment, in those days, by associating with frau-
dulent bankrupts, and knavish tradesmen,
would have soon received a hint to make them-
selves scarce at the mess-table.

But to come back to Gavazzi. After being
pitched out of the pulpit, he managed (o secrete
himself in & room in the basement of the build-
ing, and thus to escape the fury of his pursuers.
Some panes of glass were smashed, and, as we
rvead in the Chronicle, some “Bibles and Psalm
books were taken from the pews, and desecrat-
ed by being thrown at the head of Father Ga-
vazzl ;" bul no serious damage was done. The
troops were called out, and the rioters disper-
sed ; the mob in retreating shouting for George
Brown, bul he prudently declined making his
appearance.

Buch are the particulars of the affray, which
we deplore; for violence, though the appro-
priate weapon of Protestant Convent burners,
is always injurious in the long run, and discre-
ditable, to those who employ it. The provoca-
tion was strong, it must be admitted; but it
must be remembered also that, if Catholies, of
their own free will, go to hear the lectures of
men like Gavazzi, they must expect to be shock-
ed; for where we see blow-flies, we may safe-
ly predicate carrion. Catholics should there-
fore keep away altogether; and neither by their
presence encourage, nor by their violence give
ocoasion of triumph to, the enemies of Catholi-
city. All that can be said in this case is, that
the first to have resource Lo violence, the first
to commit a breach of the peace, were the
friends and supporters of Gavazzi. Had not
violence been resorted to by them, violence
would not have been resorted to by their op-
ponents,

In consequence, we suppose; of what oceur-
red at Quebee, Gavazzi’s visit to Montreal has
been delayed for a day. It had been previously
announced that he was to lecture in the City
Hall; but it so happens that that room had
been already refused to Catholics, when applied
for, for the purpose of holding therein a Catho-
lic meeting, upon the plea that a public room,
the common property of every citizen in Mon-
treal, should not be granted for special religious
or political purposes. In the propriety of this
refusal, the Catholics perfectly acquiesced: and
upon the principle that what is “sauce for the
goose is sauce [or the gander,” the authorities
bave, with much prudence, and with perfect
justice to all parties, refused the room to Ga-
vazzi. The Zion Church will therefore be
turned into a theatre for the nonce, in which the
exhibition of the great buffoon Gavazzi will
come off in due time. The first lecture was
announced for yesterday evening.

We sincerely trust that Catholics will either
keep away altogether, or, if attending this un-
happy man’s lectures, that they will abstain,
not ondy Irom all violence, but from all threats,
interruptions, or anything that may Jead to a
breach of the peace. Let him come, and go,
without notice ; this is the policy as it is the
duty of every good Catliolic citizen. Let it not
be said that a finger was raised against him by
the Catholics of Montreal. He, and his friends,
desire nothing better than that there should
be a row ; let it be the business of every honest
cilizen to disappoint him, and them. Why give
the fellow additional notoriety ? when in a few
years, or perhaps months, if let alone, he will
sink into oblivion, and be forgotten. Why con-
fer such honor on a strolling buffoon in a friar’s
frock, as to treat him as if any thing he could
say, or do, could be of the slightest injury to
the cause of the Church? There was Leahy,
another such an apostate Monk, and where,
and what is Leahy now ? In the condemned
cells—a convicted felon—of whom the Protes-
tant ministers who once patronised him, are
heartily ashamed. There was Maria Monk—
another of the same stamp—and what has be-
come of the evangelical prostitute Maria ? She
is dead—dead also in the felon’s cell —rotten
with a loathsome disease. There was Achilli
too, the great champion of Protestantism in his
day—and what now is Belial Achilly? Who
is' there now of his former patrons, who would
not gladly have it forgotten that he had ever
any connection with such a libel on humanity.
So will it be with this fellow Gavazzi, if he be
but let alone. :

What need of a row ? Why should people
s0 disgrace themselves as to have recourss to
vioience when their cause is good ? We know
what Gavazziis, and so do our Protestant fel-
low-citizens, They may patronise him, and
applaud him, for the sake of insulting Catholics;
but they know their man, and knowing what
he is, and why he is here, they thoroughly des-
pise him. As a tool, they will make use of
him; and’as a very dirty tool, they will cast
him on one side when they have done with
him. There is not one, calling himself a gen-
tleman, whe would permit the fellow to come
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in contact with his family, or pollute his house-
hold with his presence; nol one who would
not be ashamed to have, or to be suspected of
having, any intimate connection with him.—
Leave the fellow then to the well-merited con-
tempt that awaits kim ; or rather pray for him,
that grace may be given unto him to repent ;
but for God’s sake let there not be ke slightest
act, or even threat, of violence, employed
against him. Leave him to himself, and be
will be appreciated here, as he has already been
appreciated by a discerning public in England.
It is thus the Thness—no friend to Catholics—
speaks of Gavazzi :—

“Though curiosity and false taste may seek
amusement in the rant of a renegade friar, it is
cruel sport fo turn into an exhibition for Sunday
afternoons, the follies and falsehoods, which
have once more beguiled an unhappy people,
and which now supply foreign countries, with
an histrionic performance, far less respectable
than that of the singers and fiddlers, which Italy
lends our theatres, The men who haye at-
tempted to dress freedom, religion, and govern-
ment in & mask of anarchy, and who are even
now levying contributions on the divided fears
of their connirymen, in order to be prepared
for a fresh outbreak, come under one of the two
classes of fanatics or rogue.”’—Z¥mes, April 19,
1851.

Leave Gavazzi, then, to the “fanatics and
rogues.”

TRUE WITNESS EXTRA. *

MoxtrEAL, April 10, 1853.——It is our mel-
ancholy office to put on record this day the
fatal results of Gavazzi’s lecture. This came
off at about half past six last evening in the
building called Zion Church—tickets 1s, 3d—
which was well filled inside, whiist a large
crowd of men of all denominations, gathered
outside, altracted, some by curiosity, to see the
“renegade friar’’—-as the London Zimes calls
him—others, for aught we know, by improper
motives. The police were stationed at the door,
and in front of the building and the troops were
held in readiness.

For some fime all was quiet. At certain
passages of Gavazzi’s discourse} the crowd in-
side the building, many of whom had come
armed, cheered lustily : these cheers were res-
ponded to by counter-cheers from the erowd
outside, The police’ made a movement to
drive away the latter, and a slight conflict oc-
curred ; nothing serious—nothing but what 20
or 30 policemen, armed only with batons, but
properly handled and led by proper officers,
could have been easily and effcctually quelled
without loss of life. A few stones were thrown;
no attack was made on the building, of which,
as far as we can learn, nol a pane of glass has
been brolien, not even the paint of a door panel
scratched. Whilst this was going on, some per-
sons inside the lecture-room rushed out, and
wantonly fired from the steps into the erowd
below, pursuing, and, we believe, killing seve-
ral persons, amongst them an Irishman named
James Walsh, The crowd dispersed, retreat-
ing across the Hay Market towards M?Gill and
St. James street ; the troops, very unnecessarily
we think, were called out, and drawn up in two
lines across the street, just below where the
lecture was taking place; order was restored.

About eight o’clock, all being then quiet,
and the performance being over, the audience
commenced fo retive ; to all #ppearance quietly
and decorously, and without any violence being
offered to, or by, them. We were then stand-
ing close to the Unitarian chapel, where there
were congregated some men, women, and chil-
dren, and one or two gentlemen’s carriages ;
and with a laugh at the absurdity of calling out
the troops, and a——* thank God, there will be
no more row to night’’-—we turned round to
walk bome. When about abreast of St. Pat-
rick’s Church, in Lagaucheticre street, not three
minutes bhaving elapsed from our leaving the
bigh ground near the Unitarian chapel, we
heard the discharge of fire-arms, and learned
from the crowds rushing past that several per-
sons had been shot down. - Why ? or by whose
orders 2 we will not, at present, prelend tosay;
but this we do say, riol there was none; or
even appearance of riof.

The matter should be thoroughly investi-
gated ; and government will be guilty of 2 sad
neglect of duty if it allows this business to go
unexplained. Inthe mean time, we would beg
and pray all Catholics, no matter at what cost,
no matter what provocation may be offered, to
keep the peace. For God’s sake do not, do
not, violate the laws of the land.

The Mayor declares he did nof give the order
to fire,

The following is the list of the killed and
wounded, as far as we could ascertain ;——

James Walsh, boiler-maker, dead.

Peter Gillespie, clerk in Mr. Johnson’s slore,
shot through the head with a musket ball.

Crosby Clark, a relative of Mr. Tyre of Tyre
Colquhoun & Co., shot through the heart, and
killed.

James Hutchinson, cousin of Mr. Hutchinson,
builder, killed.

Mr. Adams, son of City Councillor Adams,
mortally wounded, shot through the lungs:

Mr. J. O’Neil, shot through the body, not ex-
pected to recover.

Master Wallace, @ Jad of fourteen years of
age, severely wounded.

Mr. Clare, book-keeper at W, Lyman & Co.,
shot through the foot with a musket ball.

A lad, nephew of Mr. Joseph M’Kay, St
Paul streel, shot through the leg.

Mr. Patrick Guy, shot through the heel with
a musket ball.

= e
Mr. Chipman, of the Natium

flesh wound in the side. b
Mr. M’Grath, son of Mr.

shot through the body.

Mr. Stevenson, formerly of the Post Of
severely wounded in the shoulder. ce,

A man killed, name unknosn,
bouse of Dr, M’Dounnell,

Mr. Sidney Jone ., slichtly wou
musket ball ii]l the hand.b i nie by a

A lad, whose name we could not learn, o
so wounded as to necessitate the amputat'iona
one of his legs, in the Montreal Genera) 11 g
pital, and is not expected to recover, os-
Donnelly shot in the back.

James Pollock, an old man, residing laggly «
St. Joseph street, was killed, a shot hmj,;]u
passed thro’ his body. His remains are nng
lyirrig at the West Station House. i

"homas M’Aulay, a youn man, a :
at the Albion Huusye, c{erk z%t. Hem-y f;j:der
& Co., shot in both legs, 4

A young lad, named Benally, an a {
of Alexander Wallace, shot lyilmuuhp%imlg
fool——nof expected to recover. i

A lad, named M’Rae, son of James MRy,
foreman to Mr. Hector Munro, wounded
expected to live. i

My, P. V. Hibbard, Hochalaga, shot {i
foot. ;

A young man named Little, book-keeney |
Messrs. A. Savage & Co, received tw.opse]:u;:
‘one in the right side and another in the bach‘
and stabbed in the head—it is feared he il
not recover.

Andrew Thompson, son of Wm. Thom o
currier, shot through the fleshy part of o
arm,

A lad named Clendinnen,
Sun office, shot in the leg.

William Lennon, residing in Beaver
stabbed--in a dying condition,

Thomes MGy

died iy the
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MORE PROTESTANT TESTIMONY-
THE COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM,
The following sentiments were expressed b

a Breacher regarding. education, in a S

delivered from a Prmestant.pulpit in Baltinoy |

no longer ago than last Otcober. Read g

rtﬂcct, you Protestants who iimagine that Oy

cil:cs alone are opposed to the present Compyy

School System.

“In this system education is taken oufofl}
hands of the family, and of the Church. |
who have charge of the educational interess
are not the pastor, church officers, and Pl
school masters, but “Dircetors’’——a kind
committee for the time, who attend to they
in the same spirit as they would to laying i
road. The school-house no more standss
the green beside the church—-where all it
glous assoclations congregated——where thegi
of religion lies, like sweet sunlight on every
Ject around, and where the graves are|—¥
they are stuck, like milestones, whereyer aul
mechanical system assigns them  {heir Pl
Lt may happen just as well as not, that thes
soclations of childhood may be bound to thel
of a bleak hill ; in the region of some misers
marsh with its ponds and mud ; or nearse
gloomy old still-house with its styes ant i
stench | Parents, whose Lighest conceril}
to have their children’s minds expanded inl
religious element, are compelled to send ihe
to a place where no pious whisper is allow
where religious instruction is contraband i
unlawful, and where the teacher may be ani!
fidel. ‘Where the directors may be any o
all—one whose highest ideas of educatin®
reading, writing and eyphering—one whop
: haps cannot read at all. ~ What parent canee
fortably submit his children to such a s
of miserable orphanage !

““The system of Directorship, as establi
by law in these schools, however well it ol
look in theory and in Jaw, does not anssir!
purpose in practice.  All the directors gener’
ly do, is to procure a teacher and firewood, #
one is generally procured in the same spiflf
the other, with least trouble, and at the loe
price.  After the school begins directorsh
effect ceases—the teacher and the schol®
then left to direct Lhemselves, The e
quence is disorder, which gets ever wort
Already there are many parents whodet
sending their children to the common s
on account of their profanity, vulgarily,
rudeness which are found to reign there.

“It is but a comparatively short time (1P
since the common school system has beeﬂf"}‘
tablished in various parts of our State ; et
is already that in its history which conden®™s
And every year the school law has been 8l
and amended. Defects were discm’eradlﬂ:'
workings, and the Legislature was called i
to remedy them. The history of the &h‘-‘f
Law in Pennsylvania, reminds one of an ™"
to patch the rents of a rotten gnrm{anl“'“'
contraction required to mend one mui;esli
worse ones. The altered, amended, 1%
School Law is sent out with its tables, itst*
and supplements, as able as the statvmen”!_
algebraic education to a child that just e
to spell. It was the confession of a lawy®
twenty-five years practice, Lo me thatl?
evidently given up the idea of ever undurslij
ing the Common School Law. The vell?
of its constant changings and amendi)
shows that it is a system witbouta SfSI.W‘E
that it is a dabbling in experiments M
sure principles to regulate or define. To3
a ship of sails without rudder, floating o
dom, we are to entrust the educational BYE
of our country. Every successive a1
changing Legislature is to be permltted %




