Indlana‘s Rellglons History.

At 8t. Joseph’s Church, yesterday morn-
ing, Rev. Father Alerding delivered a dis-
course upon the early religions history of

“indiana. He took no special text, but pre-
faced his remarks wigh the guotation, “Go
forth into the worldand preach the gospel
unto all nations.” He referred to the en-
thusiastic admiration one feels when he
reads of the men who have dome greatb
things for the nations of the old word.
But this conntry, he said, also had a heroic
history, dating back ounly a few hun-
dred years, but that bListory is fall
of sentiment, fall of the mnoblest
acts and of mnoblest resolves “We

bave mneglected the glorions history
of this conntry of onrs in this

riod of success,” he contioued. “It
s almost a blank in the minda of the
Catholic people. We do not koew
the names of those who have gone befors,
We have forgotten the names of those holy
men, and as history telisus, of holy women
too, who went where there was no civiliza-
tion, nothing but paganiam, nothing but a
trackless wilderness. Not to know the
names of these men and women is an un-
pardenable offense of oura.

“We read upon the pages of this young
history,” the reverend Father said, “that
on ludiana, of which we bonast so much, of
which we ure so prond, that the first white
man who set his foot upon the soil was one
of those much-revered and much-maligned
men—a Jesuit. He did not come to drive
his stakes into the gronnd for possession,
nor to search for wealth, but to live with
the children of the soil. We know that this
man labored daily in the midst of the In-
dians. He became like unto oue of these
wild Indians, and bad Jeft the civilized
country behind hrm. He did not emjoy the
sympathies of bis kind, and that a man
should live in that way was an example of
great self-sacrifice. Hiatory has been too
ungrateful to record the facts, and we de-
generate children of noble forefathers are
too degenerate to remember them.

*“In 1754 we tind ourmissionariessnflering
nntold horrors. They had no home, the
had no friends, yet they never complained,
LeVer once n_‘rinf it is too much; never
once turning their backs upon their labors,
They were firmly resolved to earry the be-
heiu.z of their Master and preach the gos-

PLI"uthFr Alerding then dwelt nupon the life
of Futher Petit, whose work was among
the Indians of northern Indiana, and who
.died in the midst of his labors, He was so
beloved by the Indians that they would
not allow his body to be buried uotil they
were persuaded to flo so by a priest.

*The guestion has been recently raised,”
continued the preacher, “about cavonizing
some of thess holy men, for example,
Father Petit and jour first Bishop Brute,
This missionary bishop had no home, but
visited his children morth and south, east
and west, of this Ert-at State of Indiana.
Our minds ¢an bardly conceive the great
things that were accomplished by thesemen,
*“THe Catholic men and Catholic women in
the early history of Indiana were ail of
nahble extruction. None were of low birth,
‘They were noble men and noble ladies from
the old conntries who had enjoyed the very
excellence of civilization and politeness of
society. Yon may easily understand the
arduons task that no mean mind or menn

rson could ever attempt to accomplish,
f:requirud the noblest soul and the best
ability to go into snch work. Let us then
be glad that God has given os such a brili-
iant history; that He gave such a apirit to
the fathers and founders of our churches,
and that He may take possession of us,
therr children. Let us hope we may grow
more and more faithful and loyal to our
church and to Him.”




