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DEATHS OF CLERCYMEN.

Death of the Yenerable Father Buteux. | gy

Tue Preor of June 26th, contained o |5
ghort votice of the death and fuoneral of the |
sainted priest, whose name headsthis arti- | ng
cle. But, we deem it simply justice to the | 1n
Catholics of Boston, Indiana, Mississippi |de
and Loulsiona, places sanctitied by Fatber | th
Buleax/s lnbors, 1o give,in this issoe, a4 |m
more detniled, acconnt of. his active mis- 1{"
gionary life, exalied character dnd holy -
death. Henee, we gladly insert the follow-
ing elognent and feeling tribute, preached |,
over Father Bateux’s honoreéd réemaing, by | pq
one who thorooghly knew aud appreciated | tic
his worth—Father Shaban, of Beverly, | o

Mnass:— <0
“* Preclons inthe sight of the Lord is the death th
of hissuiuts,” Pa. 11, i

Any one pcqualoted with the Iife, chor- | m
acter and labors of Father Buteux, or who | to
even bad the happiness of being a witness | o
o! hiis Inst moments on earth, wonld not | 4
most assuredly hesitate to number him |[5®
among the suints, smeng those whose | B
denth is Prr.lr.-. jons in the sight of God. The
interior life of man s indeed 8 mystery, | o
and the judgments of God [veeratable, | m
Yelare thave, in the lives of the elect, cer- | M
tain marks of predestination so clewr, so | th
positive, and desth-beds so holy, that we | ne
hesitate not 1ﬁ numl‘.i\'_"r them among the | ¢
snints, and colint their'deaths precions be- | hi
fore God, The Lovd himsell authorizes as | de
0 make some such judgment when He de- | th
clares, thatour deaih shuall be a response | i
loourlives. *' As A man lives. says He, | th
50 shall e die’ Estimated by this stan- | be
dard Father Buteux died s helived, He | sh
lived o =nint 4nd crowned 4 long and most | ar
laborious life by a holy death. This, in- | re
deed, all those who had the hn{?;ﬂnes&z of | m
his acquaintance will readily ndmit. For | m
what after all constitotes asaint? Izsit not | gt
an ardent love for God—a burning desireto | ey
promaote his honor ond glory among men, | to
a digposition to bear cheerfully the illg of | se
life toxr His blessed Name's sake, n eon- | It
science, in fire, without blemish, nand | ge
adorned with all manner of virtues. Aod [ @
such wns Fatber Bulenx, He indeed, was ;
o e type of those indomitable mission- %‘]
aries that, in the beginning, plonted deep, | ¢
in the soil of this country, the undying | at
rinciples of the one (rae Faith. Like the | g
aithml djisciples of Our Blessed Lord, he | w
readily forsook everything to follow Him, | in
He began his priesthood saerifleing to | ac
God all that man naturally holds most | ye
dear,—friends, kindred, counlry, home |tr
with all its endearments, his own ease and | fiy
eomfort fora life of toil and privation in | la
the bnckwooda of Ameriea; hat, ke the | w
vouthfal Bamnel, he answerad the ecald of | 17
e with all the ardor of liis early man. ]
ood, " Lovd, here I am, do with me as |y
thon wilt.” o
For 09 years he led a traly Apostolic Llife, labor- | of
ing with unceasing zeal, to plant the Fadth in the | gy
wirgin soil of this country. Andif to-day, in the
scenes of Father Buteux®s early stroggles, Religlon th
and its handmaid Edocation flourish, the credit, r
aiter God. belongs in a 'ﬁ:?t mepsure to him | E
whoge |osa we mourn, Catbolie Chureh is | 1
ever fortuvate in her missionaries, They go forth | 10
from her maternal bosom , preparced to encounter
for her sake all kinds of domeers and hardships, | al
In the lavgnage of St, Paul, they are willing to be | 5
consumed and spent in bher service, Amnd such,
indeed , were ihe noble sentimen is that ever lled
the mind of Father Buateux, He embraced the | df
Cross, inthe beginnloe, with all the ardor of his | T
outhiful manbood ; he adbhered to it fn his declin- | M
ng years, with all the tenasity of his noble soul, of
During his long career. wherever he passed ag a
missfonary. there s but one 1esiimony tohis Ines- tl
timable wortb—one wniversal tribute of respeck
and veperation for his person. The zeal of Fath- -]
er Butenx to extend Gods kingdom was no less | £
fervent than Dis r:hlrn{‘ He began e ag A | W
priest In the wilds of Indiana. There he huils | ri
ehorches, founded missions, and established | gt
sthools and relegloma ordera for the lnstrustion | qf
uid training of Catholle youth. Te uld him in his |
educalionary parposes hie called from France the
Bistera of vidence, bailt the Academy of St. | 5
Mary’s of the W oods, now oné of the most Qour- | ™.
ishing bouses of educationin (L2 West. At Ray | ©
St. Louls. In Loulslapa, he algo bailt a charch, | o
and founded schools for (he male snd female cbil= | =
dren of his nock.
The generous zegl of Father Buteb X censed not
1l the augel of the Lord called him (o Bis sternal
reward.  Ataperiod of life when others would
think only of repose, when burdened with palus
brought on hig uncesslng lnbors and self-aenl- | o
al, he ithought only of how he could best sorve | on
atill more his Divine Mueter's interests, Like
Him, |& traly loved ebilaren; henee 3id he strive
to promaote Ir Interests by cetnhllshing sehools
wherever he saw an opening.  How beautifally, | 10
bow tonchingly . my brethren, did he nol manilest | re
this penerous Impulse of his heart, this ardent | 2
geal lor Christian., Catholic education. when not | s
many mouths awo he expressed a desire of accom-
panying me to Beverly, that he might then labor
with, me jn ea.l;:hl]ahimﬁentlm schools before he
dled,.  OhT Lradl¥ 18 the death of such a man prec-
jous o the sight 'of God! Necd 1 tell vou. my
bretbren, thal e dear departed was humble?
This great virtue s ne 1orth 1o all 1ts lnsizein
EYery acilon of Lis lUfe. It was ever the great
source of tuot geotleness and amiability that en-
derred him 1o all,  He was in'troth a plons, brm- in
ble apd holy priest, who worthily walked in the | o
footsteps of hia Divine Master. and kuew at all
times bow to unite the plety of the exomplary ce-
cleglas e wilh the conrtesy of the genlleman, the | g
lenrping of 1he seholay, and the lumility of the

Faink,

lonlz Stawiclang Marie Hufeux was barn In the 1]
City of Paris, France, in 18908, He was edueated | tl
iu the Semioary of St Sulpice fn hat r:ir.{. where | H
he Imbibed that sacredaotal Epint which he never | p
afterwards Tost, He was ordamed priest by Bish= | o
lb}P Brote on the 8th of May 1836, said Dis fArst | 4

ass the following day, and sslled rrom Franee p
for Awmerica three days afterwards, Borm in 4
Paris, and cducated for the diocese of Paris
Fatber Butenx might easily have looked forward | T
toalite of case and cowrort, surrounded by his | ¥
family nud Kindred , in the most ruhﬁhltned capi= | L
tal of the world. But he had other thoughts, cih- | &
er hopes and aspirations, svd willingly did he |
sacrifiee cvery temporal sdvantage for o life of | ¢
iriul and hardship i the backwoods of America, | ¢
Bighop Brote deploring the spiritoal destitution L
of his extovsive discese, went to France, his na-
tive souutry. 1o seck recrnits. Fe obtained per- |
migston to address 1he students of St. Bulpiee for | ©
volunteers, The worthy.bisliop had no other in= | C
docements to offer than a 1ife of poverty and ob= | I
penplty, But the vouthinl Butenx, then s 8nb-| s
dencon, caplivated with the apeet of & larger | e
fleld 1y which be vould serve God , and of thus pro-
turing for himsell a greater crown of glory, at |
onee Joined himself Lo ibe sainted Brute. No re=- |
grets for conutry, family, and (he refinements ot |
the most po/ished soclety tound place in his gen= f
erons and noble miod. Swayed nol by such con=
slderations, he departed, almost on the yery day (¢
of his ordivation, for e distant ficlds of lahor | €
wlich the Lord had called him to cultivete, Sta- | f
tiougd in o vast nud wild region of territory. with | ¢
a Cethalie population few la ynmbers, and widely
seattered . Father Ruteux's hihors must have heen |
truly zreat,  Yet did he not despond , but with his .
own hands ent down the trees that helped to haild
iz chnreh gl Dog cabio, of wlich he bimself was | &
ihe architeet, With a singleness of parpose, and | -
o zeal for the religious education of his people |1
which challenges our admiration, L hesitated |
not, in his poverty, to call from France the Sis- 1
ters of Frovidence and commil to thelr care e |
academy of ST, Mary™s of the Woods, the founda- |
tioms o1 which be had belpeld o lay with his own !
hands, For vears his ouly bowme was a Uttle room
BLebind the altar of his church, which served him }
as a bed=room=—a vesiry . and a kitchen.  In this.
his first and cherlsbed misslon, which he eyer re- | |
called with feelings of ragret, the zealows mission- !
ary remadned uptll depth deprived him of his
uﬁ:ud bisbop.  Then, after béing appolnted mis- | |
glonary Apostolic at Rome, he removed to Misalg- | |
elppi. and there assumed eharge of the | mportant |
parish of Bay, st. Louis. where, 1o thisday, his |
:rmmgty l‘l! frm il:nd hie name held in benedie-= |
ton all 1the people.

In this pluce, Futher Futenx labored with his |°
wonted geal, building charches and schoolbonses | |
tor boys and girle which he placed under the | |
witchinl cure of those excellent sisters whom Dbe !
nad miroduced into the country, Bot while thus
laboring in bis Divive Master's serviee, and
causing religlon to Aowrish areound bim on cvery |
eide, he Lad neglected his own health, Hence was |
he roluctantly compelled to relfnguish his flock, |
onnd seelk rest amd strength in bis native land. |
Atter a residence of gomo monthe abrond , during
wihiich tihwme ha vigiied the Holy Land, of whiels ko
ever retalned endearivg gonvenirs, hé retnroed
1o I eharpe restod  but not eorved. Tis afd dis-
ease returned . and by his physician®s advica and
Lis Bishop's consent he came North for a change,
?I"r'.";lsimc to relurn at the end of elx mouths.

ful God ordained that he should bere remain.
In Hoston Wls zenl would not permit him 1o re=
tonain e, His heal, ever delicate, prevented
Im from assuming charge of the parigh offered
D by e lave, lawenied Bigshop Flizpatrick; but
as chaplain to the Litde Sisiersof (he T'gor, Lhe

Brothers of Mercy, the Bisters of Charlty and



their diffirent Wmetitntions, troly may 1 be sald | |
that he rendered great serviee to rellglon. To- | -
deed he ever sepmed Lo perform ihe work of thres |
priests, and that with au unction, & plety and de- |,
votlon peculiarly his own, His death bas deprived | |
those religions of a counsellor and guide whom
thuy valoed; and I koow that L but speak thele |
sentimenis when I B'f that bis death has left | ;
vold in thelr apiritual 1ife which will be hard to
fill. Fuather Baténx never spared himself. Hnd |1
Lie done 50, o withdeew sconer from labor, aa |
ndvised, he might eertanly have proloneed his !i
days. But, likea gpood and holy priest be preferred
ta work on for the master whom he loved with |
singloness of porpose, Indeed, my brethren, he
deaired death and looked to its coming with 1ona
desire, Notas a rellef from pbysieal snfering,
hat for the well-founded hope of a future and
Impm- lite, Hepee death bad Tor Mmoo fEArs.
Its terrors nwed him not.  For many years be had
been making preparation for its coming . and now
al its approach rejoleed and was glad. IIe begnn
hifa immediare: preparation for denth by disposiug
of W& few artickes of carthly possceslon—his | -
hooks, some picees of fursiiure, sud & few hun-
dred dollars—the sole remoant of bls patrimony.
This duty accosplizbed , heealled forand received | ]
the sacroments of haly ebureh. which he had | ]
gerved so well duging o long life. His few ra- |
maining days on sarth were spent In praver and | ;

jons  placilation —eovstavtly sighiog for his |
ienvenly conneey.  Oonsclous and sslt-possessed ]
to the lnst, he at lemeth breathed his pure soul |
into the hands of Lils maker, and Fr, Bnieux 1
went to recelve from Him whom on earth he had |
gerved so well the glorlous compensation of his |
labors.  After soch a life andsuch a geath, bow |
truly, them, my hrethren, can we berp exclapm:
** Preciousn L{Ie Blglit 0t God |8 the death of his |
saints.” Wlal copsoladon does bot such a lite |
and such o death briog to all those who kacow,
laved and honorea Fr. Butoax—the saintly prigat, | .
the wise convaellor, the conrtcons Chrletian gon- |
tlewan, H.e loss will be deplored whereveér his
volee wae heprd or Enown, In the wilds of In-
dinna, aloug the banks of the Mississippr, and
umong the poor aod orphaued children snd old
men and women of Boston, Wherevaer his fool= |
sleps trod theres did he do gaod, ann the pood that |
his has dona will keep bis nieory in veneration.
If it be hard to lovesnck o wan whose influence
and holy exmuople we need sp much, we are con-
;?ln.-ﬂ ih:.- the knowledge that what 18 onr loss ia

8 Faln.

ng are congoled by the hope that rhe separation
12 but for a time, We fgelmoved to walk In Ina
100tslens, to acqgaire and practice the virtues that
made s life hright and eninimg and hisg deathibed
Tappy. We fee] enconraged by bis exaunple to
perform those works of pilely and godliness that
choer and cousele ot the apyprounch of death, as
they cheerod. gnd congoled IPr. Buteux, wbo nos
only saw deatll spproach without fear, but felt
encouraged ‘to say with Bt. Paul, **Ilong to he
dissolved and te be with Chyriet.® Kor, likeSt.
Puul, he could traly say. ** 1 have fonght the good
fght M have kept the Falth.” Indeed, hig long=
ing for death eaused him to veproach onr Lord for
delaving Lz expocted nolon will himg suniilug with
the Bride in. the Qanticles, **1 expect Him whomn
my soul loveth.? Buch were the sentiments of
Fr. Buteux at death, God graot us all the grace
1o see Desth approach with lagnal conrage and
degire, Thi=reward God gave Fr. Betenx for his
salnily 1ife, and repose in heaven for Lis long la=
bors. Yet, my bretbren, pray for b,  For who
can die free from ull stain, from every Imperfec=
tlon? Some sthin, sotoe dust of this earth will
cling to us, Therefore would I iovite you to ac-
Company, with your prayers, before the throne of
God, nr dear departed friend expressed indeed
the hope that Ged wonld accopt hiz safferings for
his Purgatory. Hat let us give him, at least, the
merit of remiembrance in our pravers. He o re=
tarn. full of eharity a8 he always was. will pray
for ug in return.  He will be our sdvocate before
God, and perhaps procare for us winat God vouch=
safed o Iim—a most happy deatlh. e




	Buteaux-1
	Buteaux-2

